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continuity in exploration, which adds still further to its
efficiency.
It is in Russia that organisation has been brought to
its highest perfection. Here the exploration and exploita-
tion of all that part of Siberia lying north of the Goth
latitude have been put under a special Ministry or ad-
ministrative department: Glavnoye Upravlenya Sever-
novo Morskovo Puty, or Glasevmorput, as it is called in
everyday speech. The chief of this is the celebrated
Professor Otto Schmidt, and the staff numbers 40,000
people. They are divided up into scientists and techni-
cians, telegraphists and ice-breaker crews, agricultural
students, doctors and miners. From this organisation ex-
peditions are sent out to all parts of vast Arctic Siberia,
and decisions are made as to the advantage to be taken
of the different discoveries. The aviators of the adminis-
tration not only maintain regular communication be-
tween the new settlements that are springing up in the
tundra, but they also take part in the exploration of the
regions round the North Pole, they act as pilots for the
ice-breakers and run an ambulance service among the
native population of the coast.
It is, of course, the vast area of Arctic Siberia which
accounts for the enormous personnel attached to one
administration, and in any case, speaking of Russia
one must reckon with other figures than those one is
accustomed to use in western Europe. But the fact should
not be ignored that the commercial view taken of it may
be harmful to accurate research, as such a pyramid of
people easily tends towards bureaucracy. So we can
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